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Some notes by Wm David Penniman on the planned book chapters 


A Brief Look at the Unfinished Work as Chronicled by Andrew Aines 


The outline for his book as well as notes on actual or intended content are included here for his 
“unfinished work”. This brief outline of the final efforts of Andy to grapple with the problems 
and opportunities of the ready access to scientific and technical information reveals just how 
important he saw the role that technology transfer would play in an increasingly competitive 
world 


Chapter 1 — A Post World War II History (of Federal scientific and technical information) 


This chapter of 290 typewritten pages was completed in October of 1983 and had eighteen 
sections but with three that constituted the majority of content. These three sections covered 
the role of Congress (80 pages), key studies and reports (the longest section with 120 pages) 
and the involvement of U.S. scientists in science communications (21 pages). The remaining 
sections are much briefer and cover such areas as professional societies, international 
organizations, the National Science Foundation, and the emergence of databases and networks 
for example. Note that this latter section is an interesting perspective of that time on what has 
become an everyday commodity. 


Note: Despite our best efforts to retrieve all draft material from the archives at the University 
of Maryland, there are some gaps, even in this “completed” chapter. The major sections, 
however, are intact. 


Chapter 2 


This chapter, of almost 700 pages, is by far the most extensive evidence of Andy’s devotion to 
the cause of “frictionless access” to federally funded scientific and technical information. It 
traces in detail the creation and various transformations of the Committee on Scientific and 
Technical Information (COSATI). 


Chapter 3 (not written) 


This unwritten chapter was to cover noteworthy scientific and technical information programs 
of the federal agencies and departments (Andy identified 14 in his detailed outline for this 
chapter). In addition, he planned to cover such topics as data base development and 
networking, cooperative programs with professional societies, use of the privates sector and 
other related topics. 


Chapter 4 (not written) 


This chapter, existing in outline form only, was to cover international organizations and 
movements and the participation of our federal government agencies in such activities. This 
was to include discussion of OECD, UNESCO, bilateral agreements, international networking, 
challenges regarding developing countries and non-governmental bodies for example. 


Chapter 5 (not written) 


The last of the unwritten chapters was to cover the “unstable relationship between managers 
of public and private S&T information programs” and the various studies addressing this issue. 
Identified to include in this chapter were studies such as the Hayes or NCLIS study and various 
OSTP studies. 


Chapter 6 


This chapter of 23 pages was completed after Andy’s surgery and emphasized his plea for and 
recognition of the need for national priorities and policies around scientific and technical 
information transfer. The plea continues in the following closing chapter. 


Chapter 7 


Simply labelled Concluding Comments this brief chapter of 5 pages begins with a quote from 
Peter Drucker: “I see government as obese and muscle bound and having lost the capacity to 
perform ...” While Andy felt there was some truth in Drucker’s statement he countered with 
the view that we could overcome negative aspects “with a program to skillfully use the tools of 
the Information Age to solve our problems...” 
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